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The Interesting History of 
The Pneumatic Tire, Which 

Dates Way Back to  1845 

ATLANTIC CITY 
AT LAST TO HAVE 

LOCAL AUTO CLUB 
(By B. B, Bramwell.) 

In reply to the requeist of the 
Home News the writer takes pleasure 
In writing an authoritative sketch of 
the pneumatic tire, going away back 
to 1846 when the pneumatic prin- 
ciple was first adapted experimental- 
ly to the wheels of road vehicles, and 

c. A. MCLAUGHLIN 
ventlon consists in the application of | pertinents  were   made £x   different and  ^^ 

ly to the wheels of road vehicles and       ' ^*'c YPu cm, nose.l of some air j lin earned    the title in    France of 
taking up the story again forty-three,  » hollo,b,Uj co«npo«..l o   so ag  ,.p6re  dM   DejnoBtableB"_father  of 
years later, when the development oh™.,^ *' 0 

BgUttn percha, and In- 
the safety bicycle revived an interest l»™n™01 ' °.,^ ah. whereby the 
In a tire more resilient than the o -1 "»™ will n every part of their 
dinary solid rubber tiro of that pei- wn«" " wl" ' nt ' rU8hion of air 
lod.  and   continuing  to a later era  »v«WPW«   » «      ^k  ^ 

In 1894, Michelin's tlreB Teached 
their definitive and final form, the 
same as are used today both for bi- 
cycles and cars 

when the pneumatic was first applied 
to automobiles. 

The story is a romantic tale, like 
•o many stories of the early struggles 
of the pioneers, whether they be ad- 
venturers for adventure's sake, ot 
pioneers cast In the more practical 
mold of Industrial discovery and In- 
vention. 

Furthermore the story of the pneu- 
matic tire is of particular interest to 
New Brunswick readers, as one of 
the pioneers in this field whose visiou 
many years ago foresaw the great 
Importance of the pneumatic tire, 
and who after many reverses founded 
In Prance the great Industry that 
bears his name, has for eight years 
been quietly building up another 
great tire making factory In Mill- 
town, our thriving neighbor to the 
south. 

In the summer of 1913 the writer 
made a careful study of the early 
history  of the pneumatic tire,  and 

to  the  ground  or  rail  or  track 
wliicli they run." 
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lsts of Atlantic City have started a 
move to organise an automobile 
club. One ot their number, John 
H. Flett, a lawyer, has communi- 
cated with the membership com- 
mittee of the Associated Automo- 
bile Clubs, to socure data dealing 
with organisation work. 
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His first attack was made on the 
Paris cabs. On February 10, 1896, 
the first cab to be fitted with pneu- 
matic tires was sent out, and BO great 

nearly   seventy   yearn   ago—we 
the following announcement: 

"Messrs. Whltohurst & Co., coach 
builders,  ha»e  acquired     from     Mr. 
Thomson, the patentee of aerial wag y,- HUCcess of the venture, so 
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of motion absolutely impossible to 
obtain by any sort of spring; they 
effectually deaden all noise from the 
wheels; they prevent bumping and 
shaking, and render traction consid- 
erably more easy than with ordinary 
wheels, especially on bad roads. ' 

We have seen  that Thomson in- 
vented the pneumatic tire in 1846 History  oi   mo  puouuum  "■=.   »«>.  vented  tne  pneun.— 

lotted  down much   Interesting  data but  we  jjnd  that It  fell into  such 
'   complete  oblivion    that  the taken from many works of reference, 

and from old flies of foreign news- 
papers and magazines, besides run- 
ning acroBS certain interesting ex- 
hibits in the South KenBington 
museum in London. 

The pneumatic tire had Its origin 
In England, and Its birth certificate 
will be found in the patent registered 
on December 10, 1845, by R. W. 
Thomson. He describes it as a means 
of "perfecting the wheels of car- 
riages and other rolling bodies." 
Turning to the actual text of the 
patent we find a fuller description as 
follows:    "The nature of my said ln- 

veterlnarlan, Dunlop, might well 
have thought that he discovered the 
pneumatic principle when in 1888 he 
first applied his single tube tire to 
a bicycle. 

Early Tires Not Detachable. 

But the early pneumatic bicycle 
tire introduced by Dunlop was far 
from being perfect; its worst fault 
was that It was not detachable, BO 
that with the first puncture it was 
done for and had to be torn from the 
rim and replaced.      Numerous    ex- 

Ttie World's First   Automobile on Pneumatics- 
deaux Race, 1805. 

many as 4,600 cabs in Paris using 
pneumatic tires, and today It Is a 
rare thing to see one without them. 

Auto Makers Shy at First. 

Still Mlchelln was not satisfied; 
he sought still other conquests, and 
his greatest victory was in widening 
the Bcope of the pneumatic tire by 
applying it to motor care. But won- 
derful as was his conception, certain 
as seemed the advancement it was 
bound to give to the growing in- 
dustry of motor car building, it 
shared the lot of all great discover- 
ies—discouragement and apparent 
failure. 

No manufacturer would risk his 
car by fitting it with Buch apparently 
frail tires, but Mlchelln did not lose 
confidence; he was certain of ul- 
timate success, and in order to give 
a public demonstration as to what 
his tires could do be had to build a 
car for himself. The occasion was 
the historic Paris-Bordeaux race ot 
1896 when Mlchelln was represented 
by a rough sort of motor car made 
at his own works at Clermont-Fer- 
rand.   His triumph was complete. 

From that day the progress of the 
pneumatic tire was coincident with 
the development of the motor car It- 
self. The story Is too well known 
to need repeating. Inventors the 
world over have worked for years to 
improve the old Paris-Bordeaux type 
of tires, and while many Improve- 
ments In details have been made, the 
principles laid down In 1895 remain 
unchanged. 

One of the most recent advances In 
tire design has been the new rubber 
non skid Just being introduced by 
the Mlchelln Company at Milltown. 
The French Mlchelln factory b»ought 
out the first pneumatic tire for au- 
tomobiles, but It remained for the 
Milltown organizition to produce the 

organization campaign for the oom 
ing summer that Includes work at 
the pleasure resort, Elisabeth and 
a number of other centers of popu- 
lation. The fact that the Atlantic 
City motorists have anticipated the 
plans of the State organisers Is 
very gratifying to the latter. 

It Is considered very likely that 
the midsummer meeting of the As- 
sociated Clubs will be held in At- 
lantic City this year Instead of 
Port-au-Peck. Last years meeting 
was held at the latter place, but 
the shift Is planned to stimulate In- 
terest and activity In the new club. 

Why the motorists of Atlantic 
City have not shown any inclina- 
tion to organise before is explain- 
ed by Mr. Flett In his letter. The 
hotels, he points out, take pretty 
good care of the visiting motorists, 
and matters affecting the trade are 
attended to by a strong local trade 
association. 

But there is no particular body 
or organisation that might lend co- 
operation in the State-wide fight of 
the motorlstB for improved high- 
ways he says. The geographical 
location of the city demands good 
roads, he declares, and it Is in the 
interests of Its motorists that they 
be heard from in the State-wide 
agitation. 

Tires, Tubes 
...and... 

Accessories 

BOUND BROOK MOTOR- 
CYCLE CLUB ELECTS 

The Bound Brook Motorcycle 
Club is an active organisation, and 
plans to make things hum during 
the present year, and will endeavor 
to Increase Its membership. The 
officers for 191« are: A. Karnom, 
president; D. Beronio, vice presl 
dent; William Haeltg, secretary; 
Charles Van Pelt, treasurer; Isaao 
Brokaw, captain; Emory 8hoemak 
er, first lieutenant; Harry Hoi 
come, second lieutenant; R. Ban- 
dahl and F. Stangle, directors. 

latest type of tire, the new Universal 
Tread. This fact Is surely well 
calculated to develop a feeling of 
local pride In the minds of New 
Brunswick cltlsens. 

Agent for the New Endurance Tire 
-MADE   IN   NEW   BRUNSWICK" 

Guaranteed MOO Miles 

THE DAILY HOI NEWS IS IHE BEST ADVERTISING MEDII 
NORMAN H. SMITH 

WALTER L. GARSIDE 

GARSIDE & SMITH 
( 

68-70 Albany 

and Sales Co.) 
New Brunswick, N. J. 

DODGE BROTHERS 
MOTOR CAR 

// Speaks for Itself 
Touring Car or Roadster 

$785.00 
F. O. B. Detroit, Mich. 

5-PASSENGER TOURING CAR. 

DODGE BROTHERS 
WINTER! CAR 

Touring Car or Roadster 

$950.00 
COMPLETE WITH TWO TOPS 

V. O. B. Detroit, Mich. 

The Six You Will Eventually Buy 

45 h.p. Roadster   .   .   $950.00 
45 h.p. Touring    .   .   $985.00 

Equipped with 34x4 Wheels, $35.00 Extra. 

55h.p. Roadster .   .   $1450.00 
55 h.p. Touring  .   .   $1485.00 

AJl Above Prices F. O. B. Flint, Mich. 

Hupmobile 
A Model to Suit Every Taste 

and Requirement 
$1085 
$1225 
$1085 
$2365 
$1365 
$1165 
$1185 

^-PASSENGER TOURING CAR 

2-PASSENGER ROADSTER. 

7-PASSENGER LIMOUSINE  

5-PASSENGER SEDAN. 

2-PASS. YEAR-'ROUND COUPE. 

5-PASSENGER YEAR-'ROUND TOUR- 
ING CAR  

F. O. B. Detroit, Mich. 

ASK   ANY   CAR  OWNER   WHAT   OUR MEANS. 
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